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During thc financial year ended 31 March 2026, tflis auth0Ht)h; internal auditor acting indupcnclonliy and on thu

basis of an assessment of risk, carned out a selective assessment ot compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate ewdenc.e from the authority.
The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coveraqe.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the Internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether. in all
significant respects. the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate

-I

to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective
A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the I;nancßal year.
B. Ttys authority cornp!ied with its financ,al regulations, payments were supported by invoicos. all

expenditure was approved and VAY was oppropratelv accounted 'or.
C. I hss autnonty assessed tho s:qntficant nsks to achievtng Its objectives and the adequacy

of arrangements to manage these.

n. Thc precopt or rates requirement resulted Ircrn an adequate budgetary process, progress against
the budget was regularly monitored: and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected inc.orne was fully received, based on cxyrec: pnces, properly recorded and promptly
banked: and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Cash payntqnts were property supported by receipts. all expend'tcvc •was approved and
VAT appropvtately accounted for.

G, Salaries to employees and allowances to memt.ers paid in with this authority's
approvals. and PAYE and Nl requvements were properiy applied.

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accoqate and properly mointavtud.

Periodic bank account reconciliationswere prooorly carried diffing the year.
Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the accounting (receiptsJ.
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the book, supported an adequate
rail from underly;ng records and where appropriate and crufftors weeo recutdcd,

K, If the authonly certified itself as exempt from a bruited assurance revtew in 2024/25, ft mel the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt.

The authority published the required inforrnation on a websitetwebvaqe up to date at the tune theL.
internal oud". in accordance tho relevant legislation.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR. thc authority correctly provided for a period tor the exercise of

public riohtfi as required by thc Accounts arui Audit Rcouiations;

N. The authortvy has complied with the publicauon requirements for AGAR

O. The au!hority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to diggla! and Cata
compliance.

P. (For local councils only)
Trust runds (encluding chartable) 1 he council tnet its tcustee.

Not

1

-4

.1

.4

Yes No

For any ofher risk areas identified by this authonty adequate controls existed any other r:sl€ areas on separate sheets if needed).
Date(s) internal audit undertakqn

17/10/2025 07/04/2026

Signature of person wha
carried out the internal audit

Name of person Who carried out internal audit

A Beams, Mulberry LAS Ltd

07/04/2026
Date

'It thc responso is •no' ploaso stato tho implications and action being tdken to address any weakness (n control Identified (add
separato shoots if needed),
•

'Noto If the response is covered' when audit 'n area when
coverage not reqoired. tho annual recast must why not separate i'

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

Local Councils, Internal t)ratnaqe Boards and other Smaller Authorities
Page 3 of 6


